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“Lord Build this house”

• Empowered by Prayer
• Equipped by the Word
• Connecting People
• Creating a Welcome 

Romans 15:4

“For whatever was written in 
former days was written for our 
instruction, that through 
endurance and through the 
encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope.”

Steps to understanding
What does it say? 

(Observation)

What does it mean? 
(Interpretation)

What does it mean to us? 
(Application)
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Context of Ezra-Nehemiah

Ezra 1:1-3
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of the LORD by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, 
so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom and also put it 
in writing:

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, 
the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged 
me to build him a house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. 
Whoever is among you of all his people, 
may his God be with him, and let him go 
up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and 
rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of 
Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem”

Discussion

• What did Jeremiah prophesy 
would happen in Jeremiah 25:8-
13 and 29:10?

• How are Ezra’s opening words a 
fulfilment of this?

Judgement upon Judah

Jeremiah 25:8-11  
"Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Because you have not obeyed my words, 
behold, I will send for all the tribes of the 
north, declares the LORD, and for 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my 
servant…  and these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years. 

Judgement upon Babylon

Jeremiah 25:12-13
Then after seventy years are completed, I 
will punish the king of Babylon and that 
nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their 
iniquity, declares the LORD, making the 
land an everlasting waste. I will bring upon 
that land all the words that I have uttered 
against it, everything written in this book

Salvation for Judah

Jeremiah 29:10
"For thus says the LORD: When seventy 
years are completed for Babylon, I will visit 
you, and I will fulfil to you my promise and 
bring you back to this place. 
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He also told the Babylonians

Daniel 5: 27-31
“This is the interpretation of the matter: 
MENE, God has numbered the days of your 
kingdom and brought it to an end; TEKEL, 
you have been weighed in the balances 
and found wanting; PERES, your kingdom is 
divided and given to the Medes and 
Persians…”

The writing on the wall 

Daniel 5: 27-31
That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean 
king was killed. And Darius the Mede 
received the kingdom, being about sixty-
two years old. 

After the lions den

Dan 6:25-28  
Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, 
nations, and languages that dwell in all the 
earth: "Peace be multiplied to you. I make 
a decree, that in all my royal dominion 
people are to tremble and fear before the 
God of Daniel, for he is the living God, 
enduring forever; 

After the lions den

Dan 6:25-28  
his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and 
his dominion shall be to the end. He 
delivers and rescues; he works signs and 
wonders in heaven and on earth, he who 
has saved Daniel from the power of the 
lions." So this Daniel prospered during the 
reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. 

Discussion

• What do you learn about the 
nature of human power?

• What do you learn about the 
nature of God?
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The Decree of Cyrus?

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, 
the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged 
me to build him a house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Whoever is among you 
of all his people, may his God be with him, 
and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD,
the God of Israel” Ezra 1:2-3

The Decree of God!

Isaiah 44:24-28 
Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer… who 
says of Jerusalem, 'She shall be inhabited,' 
and of the cities of Judah, 'They shall be 
built, and I will raise up their ruins‘… who 
says of Cyrus, 'He is my shepherd, and he 
shall fulfil all my purpose'; saying of 
Jerusalem, 'She shall be built,' and of the 
temple, 'Your foundation shall be laid.'" 

“He has charged me” Ezra: Part 1 – The Return

• Cyrus King of Persia Captures Babylon 
(Dan 5:30-31) 539 BC

• Cyrus frees Jewish exiles to return (Ezra 
1:1-4) 538-537

• Jewish exiles lead by Sheshbazzar, return 
to Jerusalem (Ezra 1:11), 537?

• Altar is rebuilt (Ezra 3:1-2) 537
• Temple rebuild begins (Ezra 3:8) 536

The foundation is laid (Ezra 3)

“And all the people shouted with a great shout 
when they praised the LORD, because the 
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 
But many of the priests and Levites and heads of 
fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first 
house, wept with a loud voice when they saw 
the foundation of this house being laid, though 
many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people 
could not distinguish the sound of the joyful 
shout from the sound of the people's weeping”

Discussion

• Why do you think the laying of 
the foundation was so 
emotional?

• Why do you think the people 
who could remember the old 
temple cried?
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Ezra: Part 2 – The Opposition

• Adversaries oppose building (Ezra 4:1-5), 
536-530

• Temple rebuild ceases (Ezra 4.24), 530-
520

• Temple rebuild resumes by Zerubbabel 
and Jeshua in 2nd year of Darius (Ezra 5:2, 
Hag 1:14), 520

The prophets help (Ezra 5:1-2)  

“Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah… 
the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews 
who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the 
name of the God of Israel who was over 
them. Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and 
began to rebuild the house of God that is in 
Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were 
with them, supporting them”

Haggai 1:1-9

In the second year of Darius the king, in 
the sixth month, on the first day of the 
month, the word of the LORD came by the 
hand of Haggai the prophet to 
Zerubbabel… "Now, therefore, thus says 
the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways…Go 
up to the hills and bring wood and build 
the house, that I may take pleasure in it 
and that I may be glorified, says the LORD. 

Zechariah 4:6-10

“Then he said to me, "This is the word of 
the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD 
of hosts. 
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Zechariah 4:6-10

“Who are you, O great mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And 
he shall bring forward the top stone amid 
shouts of 'Grace, grace to it!'“ Then the 
word of the LORD came to me, saying…

Zechariah 4:6-10

"The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this house; his hands shall 
also complete it. Then you will know that 
the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. For 
whoever has despised the day of small 
things shall rejoice, and shall see the 
plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel”

Discussion

• In what ways do we default to 
human strength instead of the 
Holy Spirit, to achieve God’s 
work? How can we avoid that?

• What small beginnings are we 
sometimes tempted to over look? 
How does this give us hope?

They finish the temple (6:14-16)

“They finished their building by decree of 
the God of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and 
Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; and 
this house was finished on the third day of 
the month of Adar, in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king. And the people of 
Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the 
rest of the returned exiles, celebrated the 
dedication of this house of God with joy…

Discussion

• How did the completion of this 
temple compare with the 
completion of the first temple? 

(2 Chron 7:1-3)
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The Lord builds his house…

• It is decreed – it is happening
• His decree invites us to join in
• There will be opposition
• We need prophetic words to encourage
• We need the Holy Spirit to empower us
• In the end – God will complete the 

work
• In the meantime – do not despise the 

small beginnings


